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SUBJECT: Notice from the Chief Medical Examiner re COVID-19

The attached correspondence is from the Chief Medical Examiner’s Office.
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As the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) has statutory jurisdiction over all
deaths related to a disease which might constitute a threat to public health, all suspected
and confirmed COVID-19 cases should be reported to the OCME. The vast majority
of these decedents, however, will not be brought to the OCME. As these are natural
deaths, death certification should be completed by the treating physician. These deaths
may be certified as: Complications of Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) Respiratory
Infection. Contributing conditions {(e.g., pulmeonary emphysema, obesity, ete.) may be
listed in Part 2 of the death certificate.



